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Poverty in Education 

 According to Google, the definition of poverty is “the state of being extremely 

poor.”  However, poverty can mean more than just financial instability, specifically in the 

life of a young, school-aged child. In many cases, you cannot see the effects of poverty 

on a child’s life. There are apparent physical setbacks, but there are also mental, 

emotional, and psychological setbacks. Poverty for these kids can mean the inability to 

purchase necessary school supplies or the uncertainty of not having a meal when they 

arrive home. These effects of poverty can strongly impact a student and can be a 

hindrance to their learning throughout the school year. South Carolina has a poverty 

rate of 15.4%,and 22.3% of  children in school come from a family of poverty. (State 

Report, 2018, p. 1). Poverty appears to be a continuous cycle that seems impossible for 

families to escape.  

According to the US Census Bureau, the poverty rate in 2017 was 12.3% 

(Census Bureau, 2018, p. 1), which meant an estimated 39.7 million people were living 

in poverty in the United States. In 2016,  $24,339 for a family of four with two children 

under the age of 18 was the poverty threshold (Census Bureau, 2016, p. 1). Dillon, 

South Carolina, has a poverty rate of 30.6%. Children ages 12-17 in Dillon County have 

a poverty rate of 32.8% (Census Bureau, 2017, p. 1). These statistics exemplify how 

significant the poverty problem is in the United States and specifically in our area.  

Food is a basic necessity for survival, especially for a growing child. It is difficult 

for a student to study and pay attention in school if he is constantly worried about 

having a meal when he gets home. A well-cooked and nutritious breakfast is essential 

for a child to be prepared to learn. Many kids from poverty used to receive their only 
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meal of the day at lunch. One meal in twenty-four hours is not healthy for a child. 

Thankfully, many schools now provide students with breakfast, along with lunch every 

school day. What do students of poverty do on the weekends when they do not have 

school? Love Feeds is an organization that organizes and distributes meals for families 

in poverty to help assist in this problem. Love Feeds feeds over 200 students a 

weekend, allowing students to have a meal when they are not able to receive one from 

school. When school ends for many kids, it is a season of fun times, sleeping in, and 

being able to eat whenever and whatever you want. However, the summer for a child of 

poverty can often be terrifying, as five out of six children who rely on free meals in 

school, do not have a source of food (Children Incorporated, 2018, p. 1).  

Many children of poverty come from a family where the parents are working long 

and inconvenient hours to make ends meet. Many students whose parents are not 

home to assist them with homework and read to them will typically fall behind in 

schooling. One way to help solve this problem is to make sure the teachers understand 

each students situation. The adult that a students see the most during the week is a 

teacher. Teachers can be a significant influence in a child’s success, both academically 

and personally. If teachers understand the struggles that their students go through 

financially, they can adapt their lessons and teaching methods for that student 

specifically. Teachers must remember that it is not only the student suffering through 

poverty but the family as a whole. They need to do whatever they can to help the 

student so that he/she can get the quality education needed to help break out of the 

poverty cycle. 
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Another area where children of poverty are at a disadvantage is being able to 

buy school supplies. If a student does not have the adequate supplies needed to take 

notes, buy books and calculators, or other necessary items, they will be behind. Many 

parents of poverty are working tirelessly to make ends meet, and do not have extra 

funds to spend on school supplies. Some higher-level math courses require a more 

complex calculator that can cost close to one-hundred dollars. Children of poverty are 

less likely to take the more challenging, higher level maths due to the fact that they 

cannot afford the calculator needed. Some classes require projects that must be done in 

order to pass the course. These projects can be expensive to make due to materials 

that may need to be purchased. Once again, students of poverty are at a disadvantage 

in taking a higher-level class to succeed, because they essentially cannot afford to 

succeed in the classroom. 

Poverty is a continuous cycle that appears inevitable in the United States. 

Students come from a poverty-stricken home and then go to school in a poor 

community. 30% of students that come from poverty do not finish high school 

(Operation Warm, 2018, p.1)  The students are then unable to do well in school 

because of the disadvantage poverty throws on them. From here, they are not able to 

get a well-paying job because of the level of education they have received. This is not a 

problem that has just been around the last ten years; this is a significant issue that has 

been around for generations. There are many things people are doing to help break this 

horrible cycle of events. Organizing food groups that give poverty-ridden kids a meal, 

reduced lunches, and free after school programs are steps in the right direction. 

Students of poverty are not going to be able to get themselves out of poverty alone. It 
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will take the efforts of many people to help guide, assist, and lead these kids into a 

brighter future.  
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